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Introduction: A bit about me – Jennifer Doelman

Enthusiastic farmer, agronomist, beekeeper,
environmental steward & mom
from the Upper Ottawa Valley
•
•
•
•
•

Farming background – 1st generation farm
OFA Provincial Director, Zone 8 - since 2020
University of Guelph - B. Sc. (Agr) -2003
Certified Crop Advisor – Ontario, 4R NMS
Advanced Agricultural Leadership Program
(AALP)
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Snapshot of our organization

Our mission: Farms and Food Forever
• 38,000 family farm businesses from across Ontario
and growing
• 88 Policy Advisory Council members providing grassroots
input on key issues and policy direction
• 51 county and regional federations for strong, local
leadership
• 45 knowledgeable and experienced staff members
strategically located across the province dedicated to
serving and supporting OFA members and their
communities
• 18 member-elected Board of Directors consisting of farmers
from across Ontario

Here are 5 facts you need to know about agriculture and farmland in Ontario

Farmland

How much of Ontario’s landscape can support
farming and food production?

Did you know? Less than 5% of Ontario’s landscape can support the growth
of food for human consumption
• Ontario spans more than one million square kilometers
• 12.3 million acres of farmland existed in 2016
• Meaning that less than 5% of Ontario’s landscape can support
the growth of food for human consumption
• Ontario has over half (52%) of the country’s highest-quality
farmland, known as Class 1 land
• There are 7 classes of farmland - Class 1 land is vital
• Ottawa: 1,045 farms representing 252,423 acres of land farmed
by more than 1,200 agricultural operations, employing
approximately 10,000 people.

Farmland

How much of Ontario’s landscape can support
farming and food production

Ontario contains the majority of Canada’s most productive farmland
∙ Ontario contains the majority of Canada’s most productive
farmland for producing crops
∙ 1 acre of farmland in southern Ontario differs from one acre of
farmland in northern Ontario
∙ Different parts of the Ontario landscape support different types of
farming
∙ Ontario’s landscape also supports two unique specialty crop
areas: the Holland Marsh and Niagara Tender Fruit and Grape
area

Farmland

How many commodities are grown on Ontario’s
farmland?

Ontario farmers grow and produce more than 200 fruits, vegetables, grains
and livestock
• Our most abundant field crops are soybeans, corn, hay and wheat
•

Other crops include cabbage, ginseng, strawberries, grapes,
raspberries, field cucumbers, and much more

• Ontario’s main livestock commodities are chicken, pork, beef cattle,
dairy and turkey
•

Many other livestock-based farms including equine, bison, goat and
sheep farms

•

The City of Ottawa benefits from a vital rural sector. In Ottawa, the rural
economy contributes over $1 billion to the GDP (Source: City Of Ottawa)

Farmland

Specialty crop areas

Farmers in the Holland Marsh produce almost 50% of the province’s fresh
carrots and more than 60% of Ontario’s onions
• Ontario’s specialty crop areas, the Holland Marsh and Niagara
Tender Fruit and Grape area, support the production of a wide
variety of fruits and vegetables that cannot be grown as
successfully in other parts of the province
• In 2016, Essex County farmers grew more than a quarter of
Ontario’s total tomatoes by acreage
• There are also several unique regions in Ontario where the soil
conditions and the local climate patterns can support an
abundance of crop production
• Example, Essex County climatic conditions are similar to that of
Northern California

Farmland

Why can’t farmers utilize more of the farmland in
northern Ontario for farming and food production?

The climate and soil characteristics in Northern Ontario are suited to growing certain foods,
such as barley and oats, beef and dairy cattle, and sheep
∙ Although farming in that region is expanding, it cannot replace the
variety of foods and level of production available in southern Ontario.
∙ The climate and soil characteristics necessary for food production vary
widely across Ontario
∙ All crops have specific requirements in terms of soil types they grow
well in, the levels of nutrients they need, and the amount of water and
heat they need to grow
∙ The abundance of Class 1 farmland, more temperate climate, and
longer growing season in southern Ontario, enables us to grow a wider
variety of foods such as wheat, edible beans, bok choy, watermelon,
leeks, and eggplants

Farmland

2021 Census of Agriculture results

From 2016-2021, we anticipate we may have lost over 319,000 acres of farmland, which
equates to 1,300 farms
∙ Farmland is a finite and shrinking resource that we must protect
∙ Ontario had 12.3 million acres of farmland in 2016
∙ In 2011, Ontario had 12.6 million acres of farmland
∙ Approximately 319 acres of farmland is lost every day to urban
development in our province
∙ This figure equates to an average of 11 farms lost per week to
urban development

Farmland

What percentage of Ontario farms are family
owned and operated?

71% of all farms in Ontario are family owned and operated
∙

When you purchase locally grown food products, you are supporting farm
families in Ontario

∙

Family farm businesses can also incorporate – 20% of all Ontario farms
are family corporations

∙

We must preserve the land that is suitable for crop production and
pasture, as this land is a finite resource

∙

When it is paved over by a shopping centre, warehouse, or subdivision, it
will never produce food again

∙

We lose the food that was grown on that land – permanently

Farmland

What are the benefits of farmland beyond food
production?

Farmland provides numerous environmental benefits to all Ontarians
•

•
•
•
•

Including recreational space, air quality, biodiversity, nutrient cycling,
pollination services, soil erosion and control, water cycling, and habitat for
wildlife and endangered species
The agricultural soils located in Ontario’s Greenbelt store an estimated 40
million tonnes of carbon
Agritourism can support rural economic growth, particularly in rural
communities close to urban centers
Combined, there are over 1.5 million acres of woodlands and wetlands on
Ontario farms
Farmland in Ontario supports approximately 560,000 acres of natural
grasslands – critical habitat for some of Canada’s species at risk

Farmland

How does loss of farmland impact lives in
Windsor, London, Kitchener, Toronto or Ottawa?

The loss of Ontario farmland impacts everyone, including people who live in urban areas
∙ Food security and the ability to feed the population with fresh,
nutritious and affordable food is only possible if we protect
farmland
• The variety and quantity of fresh local food that one can access at
a restaurant, grocery store or farmers’ market is a key ingredient
to a high quality of life
• Ontario’s population is projected to grow by 31.5% over the next
27 years, with most growth occurring in urban centres

Economy

How many people does the agri-food sector
employ?

Ontario’s agri-food sector employs more than 860,400 (over 11%) of
Ontarians
∙ The agri-food sector includes farming, food processing
(i.e., bakeries, fruit and vegetable processing, animal
feed production), food distribution and warehousing
and food service
∙ To put the employment figure into perspective, only
about 100,000 Ontarians work directly in the
automotive industry
∙ For every student with an education in an
agriculture-related field, there are 4 jobs waiting for
them when they graduate

Economy
Ontario agriculture is an economic powerhouse
The agri-food sector contributes more than $47 billion annually to the
province’s economy
• A wide range of career opportunities exist in the
agri-food sector
• Jobs range from marketing, farming, sales, to food
processing, engineering, food science, research and
teaching
• For more information about career opportunities in
agriculture, visit the Feeding Your Future website at
https://feedingyourfuture.ca

Agri-Food Sector and Food Production
There are four key strengths that have advanced Canada as an agriculture
powerhouse
1. Vast acres of fertile land and access to natural resource use (e.g.,
water) for large-scale production that is needed to feed a growing
global population
2. Highly efficient agricultural production per acre of land,
3. A large network of research and innovation leaders advancing
agri-food and agriculture development
4. A trusted and internationally recognized food regulation and
inspection system overseeing the implementation of high
standards of agriculture and agri-food

Agri-Food Sector and Food Production
How would the continued loss of farmland impact Ontario in the future when it comes to
food and crop production (10, 20 and/or 50 years)?
∙ Canada is the 5th largest agri-food products exporter in the world
∙ Farmers in Ontario sell to local, national and international markets
∙ Ontarians consume 65% of the food that is produced right here in
the province
∙ Ensuring all Canadians are food secure is directly linked to our
ability to produce food using our own natural resources
∙ We have a responsibility to protect our remaining farmland so we
can continue producing food in Ontario for future generations

Agri-Food Sector and Food Production
Why can’t Ontario import all of its food? What are the consequences of importing all of our
produce/meat/dairy, etc.?
∙ Maintaining the ability to grow food here at home is critical to the
well-being of our province from economic, social, and environmental
perspectives
∙ If we became fully dependent on imported food, hundreds of thousands
of jobs would be lost across the province
∙ When you purchase local, you help keep farmland in Ontario
∙ Buying local keeps money in your community – for every $1 spent by
the farm sector, $2.24 is circulated back throughout the economy
∙ Food security and food access – important for Ontario to continue to
produce food for Ontarians so we can feed and support our
communities in times of crisis (COVID-19)

Urban Growth and MZO’s
How does rezoning impact Ontario farmers?

Rezoning land uses can impact farmers in two ways:

1) A change in an agricultural zone to another zone such as
residential, commercial, or industrial will allow the direct conversion
of farmland to urban uses
2) Rezoning areas adjacent to farmland with uses that are
incompatible to agriculture can potentially create conflicts

Urban Growth and MZO’s
What pressures do farmers face as urban centres encroach on their farms?

∙ Encroaching urban development can lead to conflicts with
neighbours who may not understand the functions of a working
farm
• Even though normal farm practices are legally protected by the
Farming and Food Production Protection Act
∙ Neighbour conflicts can be a significant source of stress for
farmers
∙ Farmers also face significant pressure to sell their property to
developers
∙ Urban encroachment can dramatically increase the cost of
farmland making it harder for new farmers to purchase the land

Urban Growth and MZO’s
Some challenges that come with farming close to urban populations
include:

•

Sights, smells and sounds from a working farm

• Intentional or unintentional trespass on farm property
• Biosecurity of crops and animals in the case that pests are
introduced onto the farm
• Illegal dumping of trash on or near farm property
• Increased car traffic on roads also used by farm vehicles
• Roads often constructed without farm vehicle size and shape in
mind

Urban Growth and MZO’s
How do MZO’s impact farmland?

• Since the start of 2020, MZOs have been used six times to rezone
farmland for urban uses
•

In all of these instances, the MZO has been used to bypass
long-standing processes intended to protect farmland

• While the tool is useful to act quickly during emergencies and ensure
public interests, it has more recently been used to undermine robust
planning systems developed in accordance with the Provincial Policy
Statements and the Planning Act
• The public engagement and municipal review processes in place for
zoning amendments are an important avenue for residents

Homegrown Campaign
OFA’s Mission: Farms and Food Forever
• Digital campaign across Instagram, Twitter and Facebook

https://homegrownofa.ca/
• Aimed at general public with the goal of spreading awareness on
the importance of farmland preservation and the
negative affects of urban sprawl
• 23,446 petition signatures to date
• Protect farmland and the domestic food supply chain for
future generations

Summary
• Farmland is a shrinking and finite resource that needs to be
protected for future generations
• Both the provincial government and municipal governments
have important roles to play
• It is critical for municipal and provincial decision-makers to
maintain a long-range perspective to development in
communities across Ontario
• There are policies in place to protect farmland in Ontario for
future generations, but they must not be undermined by
short-term decisions
• Urban growth and development are important however, where
our food comes from holds significant importance as well

Summary

Algonquin College Culinary Tour – Oct 2022
Farm & Food Care Ontario
Blackrapids Farm – Ruiter Family

