
 Transportation

Re-Envisioning Ottawa



It’s 2022 and everything is up in the air!
 Changing commute patterns (work from home)

 Changing preferences towards ground oriented housing? 

 - challenges to achieving intensification objectives)?

 Electrification of transport

 (1/3 operating costs and GHG near elimination)

 On demand rides, new transportation businesses and shop from home

 Transit ridership still at 50% vs pre-pandemic

Not a great time to have too much religion re. transportation 
planning for the future



What to do?
 Take a risk management approach

 No big (ie. Multi billion $) decisions in the near term
 ie. 5-6B$ for LRT-3? 

 Ask the tough questions re. cost vs benefits for transportation 
infrastructure spending

 Collect (and report!) more transportation data more frequently 

 How about an annual transportation report? Similar to the ADR

 Review capital spending plans soon



In the meantime....Imaginings...

 TRANSIT:  Evolve transit to richer mesh connectivity vs spoke to hub to downtown?

 Maybe increasing trips across the greenbelt should no longer be the focus of capex?

 And watch for emerging technologies for better last mile connections to transit

 ROADS: Focus road investments on evolving roads to be more appealing to people

 As opposed to faster and higher capacity arteries for cars

 CYCLING:  increase today’s only modest investments in active transportation infrastructure! 

 So much less expensive than roads and transit

 Enabling 15 minute neighbourhoods and higher quality of life

 Find ways to encourage evolution to less dependence on car ownership 

 If there’s no car in the driveway you’re much more likely to:

 walk, bike, transit, car pool or combine trips...but if a car is there, you’re going to use it instead.
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