
 

Approved Meeting Minutes – FCA Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, June 19, 2024 

7:00 pm 
Hosted online via Google Meet 

 
Minutes Recorded by Leeanne Van der Burgt 
 

 Agenda Item Discussion Action 

1 Welcome and 
Recognition of Quorum 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm 
It was confirmed there was quorum.   

 
 

2 Approval of the Agenda Motion to approve the Agenda 
Motion:  Phil Sweetnam 
Second:  Warren Waters 
All in favour 

Carried 

3 Approval of the Minutes 
of the previous Annual 
Meeting – June 21, 2023 

Motion to approve the Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 
Motion:  Robert Brinker 
Second:  Alex Cullen 
All in favour 

Carried 

4  President’s Report Robert Brinker reported 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, FCA held the Annual Meeting 
online on June 21, 2023.  During that meeting was an address form MP 
Yassir Naqvi on the topic of re-imagining downtown Ottawa.  Following 
that presentation, the new Board of Directors was elected. At that time 
FCA had 64 Members. 
 
From September 2023 to May 2024, FCA successfully conducted nine 
monthly meetings, with average attendance of 60 participants.  Topics 
included the City’s Budget directions, Lansdowne 2.0 development, the 
Bronson Centre, CPIP Insurance, Emergency Preparedness and the 
City’s Public Engagement Strategy.  Each meeting also featured a 
Spotlight presentation from various community associations.   
  
FCA Planning and Zoning Committee was chaired by Robert Brinker.  
The priority for the Committee centered around the consultation 
process, the New Zoning By-Law and examining the repercussions of 
provincial planning bills 23 and 109. The Committee formed a 
Neighbourhood Zoning Working Group to facilitate specific discussions 
with Members.  FCA presented to Committee on the topic of 
Lansdowne 2.0 and the new Comprehensive Zoning ByLaw 
 
The FCA Transportation Committee, Led cochairs John Verbaas Alex 
Cullen continues to meet most months. One meeting included a 
presentation from OC Transpo with discussion on reporting 
performance metrics.  One of the Committee’s priorities is to 
encourage more data on how the OC Transpo system is used and how it 
is performing. The Transportation Committee plans to host similar 
meeting on roads and cycling.  One of the top priorities for the 

 



Committee will be providing input on the Transportation Master Plan 
Update.   
 
The FCA External Relations Committee is led by co-chairs Lynne Davids-
Fournier and Elizabeth McAllister. The strategic objective of the 
Committee is to influence a new approach within the City regarding 
public consultation principles and management by the City regarding 
strategic objectives.  The Committee produced guidelines for 
community association participating under the non-disclosure 
agreement in pre-consultation meetings.   
 
FCA Communications Committee was led by Leeanne Vander Burgt.  
The priorities were to recruit, hire and train the new Administrative 
Assistant for FCA and conduct forensics of FCA’s current communication 
model.  
 
FCA Membership Committee was led by Warren Waters.  The work 
included developing a strategy to expand and retain Members and 
consolidate databases.    
 
The FCA Insurance Working Group successfully advocated to prevent 
the City from transforming the Community Partners Insurance Program 
into a different format.  City Council directed City staff to extend the 
program.  Thank you Alex Cullen for the work on this file.   
 
The FCA Board met on 12 occasions, handling a wide range of responsib
ilities beyond monthly membership meetings.  They actively supported 
the work of the FCA Committees while overseeing the management of 
the organization’s website, newsletter, X account and budget.  The 
Board proactively engaged in advocacy efforts, composing letters to 
address municipal affairs and housing, expressing the FCA position on 
various bills and on the minor corridor motion.   
 
FCA and its members can anticipate challenges with the New 
Comprehensive Zoning By-Law and the Transportation Master Plan 
Update.    
 
FCA is a volunteer association drawing strength from Members.  It s 
finances are reliant on contributions and memberships. Keeping up 
with City policies and reports, coordinating meetings, ensuring timely 
communication in response to emerging issues and distributing news 
has made the FCA Board aware of its limitation.  The Board remains 
committed to exploring funding opportunities to enhance both its own 
capacity.    

5 Treasurer’s Report Lorne Cutler presented the year end financial report and took questions 
from the participants.   
Motion to approve the FCA Year End Finance Report 
Motion:  Lorne Cutler 
Second:  Don Stewart 
All in favour 

 
 
Carried 

6 Presentation of FCA 
Awards 

The awards were announced: 
Alex Cullen will receive the Lifetime Achievement Award for voluntary 
contribution to fellow citizens 

 



Carolyne McKenzie Laura Urrechaga will receive the City Builders Award 
for contributions during the Lansdowne 2.0 work as well as their work 
on different committees within their community associations and their 
contributions to the FCA Planning & Zoning Committee. 

  BREAK  

7 Presentation of the 
proposed 
amendments to the 
FCA By-Laws for ONCA 
compliance 

Leeanne Van der Burgt presented on the topic of  the Ontario Not-for-
Profit Corporation Act and the areas of the FCA By-Laws that may 
require updating to ensure compliance with the provincial legislation. 
 
The decision was made to have the incoming Board review the 
proposed changes and seek ratification in the fall. 

 

8 Report from the 
Nominations 
Committee and 
Election of Board of 
Directors 

Robert Brinker declared his intention to become Past- President.   
 
Robert Brocklebank reported for the Committee. 
Leeanne Van der Burgt has declared her intention to not run for Vice-
President again while putting her name forward for the Secretary role.  
Lorne Cutler has declared interest in remaining Treasurer.   
 
Leeanne Van der Burgt was nominated for Secretary.  There were no 
nominations from the floor so the declaration was made. 
 
Lorne Cutler was nominated to the Treasurer position.  There were no 
nominations from the floor so the declaration was made. 
 
The slate of Directors at Large was presented: 
Lynn Davidson-Fournier 
Paul Johanis 
Arto Keklikian 
Phil Sweetnam 
Stephen (Barry) Turner 
Warren Waters 
 
There were no nominations from the floor so the declaration was 
made. 

 

9 Comments from the 
Incoming President 

No President was elected.  The Board will meet over the summer to 
select a spokesperson, president, and vice president to lead the 
organization. 

 

10 Other Business Morley Brownstein shared information about the City's consultation on 
stormwater management costs, proposing charges based on property 
impervious area determined through aerial photographs. 
 
Bob Brocklebank shared that the first public information session 
regarding the New Zoning By-Law is June 20 at 6:30 pm.  Details are 
available on the Engage Ottawa website.  

 

11  Adjournment The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 pm  

 

 


