
‭May 15, 2025‬

‭Tobi Nussbaum‬
‭Chief Executive Officer‬
‭National Capital Commission‬
‭Sent via email:‬‭exec@ncc-ccn.ca‬
‭cc:‬consultations@ncc-ccn.ca

‭Subject: National Capital Commission (NCC) Core Area Plan Final Draft‬

‭Dear Mr. Nussbaum,‬

‭The Federation of Citizens’ Associations of Ottawa (FCA) thanks the NCC for the opportunity to‬
‭review the final draft of the Core Area Plan.  Our members participated in the consultation‬
‭session at the Urbanism Lab and have submitted comments on the preceding 60% draft of the‬
‭Plan.‬

‭The FCA has reviewed the final draft of the Plan, and is generally pleased with the overall‬
‭approach, scope and overarching themes that provide a policy framework that helps shape the‬
‭future of our National Capital core.‬

‭While we acknowledge that the Capital core has a primary function as the Seat of National‬
‭Government, and that the core area has traditionally been the administrative focus of federal‬
‭functions, serving as the principal location for federal workplaces and national institutions, we‬
‭wish to emphasize that hat it is also a collective of communities and businesses, and spaces‬
‭that have significance to local neighbourhoods.  Collaborative planning is in our opinion of‬
‭paramount importance, with the aim of stabilizing and transforming the core into “downtown”‬
‭places where residents, workers, and visitors wish to spend time and enjoy.  We urge the NCC‬
‭not to forget that the public realm goes beyond manicured landscaping, sculptured plazas, and‬
‭high-quality design principles, and must include a safe and pleasing ambiance for civic life and‬
‭community purposes.‬

‭We commend the stated intent to accommodate a diversity of mixed uses that can support a‬
‭growing population and economy.  We support the goal of a balanced mix of housing and‬
‭commercial accommodation that can sustain more residents living and working in the core area,‬
‭with housing options that include a substantial proportion of affordable housing.  It is in that spirit‬
‭that we also support the potential conversion of underutilized or surplus office spaces into‬
‭mixed-use housing and commercial uses.‬

‭We applaud the intent of the NCC to continue to work with its partners and other stakeholders‬
‭toward enhancing interprovincial goods transport in ways that minimize and possibly avoid‬
‭impacts on the core area and other urban communities.  While we recognize the significance‬
‭and need for efficient and sustainable goods movement for the regional economy, we urge the‬
‭NCC and other levels of government to work collaboratively to find viable and sustainable‬
‭strategies that will avoid and mitigate adverse impacts of heavy truck transport on local‬
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‭communities. Encouraging the use of  smaller electrical vehicles for deliveries  will reduce the‬
‭adverse effects of noise and air pollution on the adjacent communities.‬

‭The economic and socio-cultural vibrancy of our core area will in many instances be affected by‬
‭enhancements  to the constituent spaces themselves.  We all wish to avoid a continued‬
‭backslide due to the obstacles of reduced attractiveness for commercial and housing‬
‭opportunities.  We laud the NCC intention of placing importance to the space itself.‬

‭By reinforcing the placemaking perspective, the most important resource in any vital core area‬
‭will be attracted - people.  Green space and urban forest canopy are significant catalysts in this‬
‭regard.  Together with high quality designs of the built environment, the preservation and‬
‭enhancement of green spaces in the core area can help accomplish the goals of rejuvenated‬
‭housing, commercial, and retail activity.  We strongly believe that innovative green infrastructure‬
‭solutions are a fundamental component of helping bring the core area vision to reality.  We‬
‭therefore strongly urge the NCC to continue to work closely with the City of Ottawa and‬
‭communities to conserve and augment the network of urban green spaces that weave the core‬
‭area with the broader network of urban natural lands and ecological spaces.‬

‭We note the limited recognition by the Core Area Plan of the ongoing dominance and impact of‬
‭the automobile.  While mobility and transportation challenges are different in complexity and‬
‭intensity for different urban, suburban and rural communities, there is no question the‬
‭automobile continues to transform cities and directly shapes the Capital's landscape.  While the‬
‭prominence of the automobile may be in conflict with and challenge some of the key Core Area‬
‭Plan "Capital Realm" policy directions and the principal catalytic strategies, the Plan in our‬
‭opinion should be more precise on effective transportation demand management strategies that‬
‭will mitigate congestion, lower emissions, and improve overall mobility and quality of life.  A‬
‭concerted effort among partners is required to ensure effective demand management since‬
‭transportation challenges do not respect core area or interprovincial boundaries and require a‬
‭broader integrated approach that transcends the core area.  The NCC can and should‬
‭demonstrate greater leadership in more effectively managing demand, by helping improve and‬
‭shift the balance to greater transit, walking and cycling in the core area.‬

‭How our communities safely and easily access and use the core, their “downtown”, is very‬
‭important.  A successful downtown is a key element of the Capital communities.  A successful‬
‭core area will be defined as a place that attracts and maintains people, including families, that‬
‭sustains a vibrant and diverse local economy, that uses the public realm and urban spaces‬
‭efficiently, and gives priority to transit, walking and cycling, and supports other more broad‬
‭community sustainability goals.  We look forward to the tangible strategies and actions that will‬
‭emanate from the Core Area Plan that align with and espouse the aforementioned.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Warren H. Waters, Chair‬
‭FCA Planning & Zoning Committee‬
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