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*  Private approaches in Ottawa

By-law review timeline
 Regulatory environment

*  Guiding principles and by-law updates
«  Communication and education

*  Questions




Private approaches in Ottawa

. Private Approach By-law enacted in 2003 as ’
part of a post-amalgamation harmonization / Ottawa | Right of way
exercise

«  private approach = the portion of a driveway
that is on the City’s right of way (ROW)

«  City reviews and approves the design and
construction of private approaches through
permit applications, plan of subdivision
applications and site plan control approval

. Cost of construction, maintenance and liability
are responsibility of the abutting owner whose
driveway is served by the private approach
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By-law review timeline
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Regulatory environment

Private Approach By-law (under review)
Zoning By-law (under review)

Road Activity By-law

Landscaper regulatory review (October 2025)

o engage.ottawa.ca/landscaper-requlatory-review
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Policies and principles guiding the review

New Zoning By-law

Official Plan policies related to the tree canopy, stormwater management and active transportation
Preserve and protect the functions of the ROW

Reduce safety concerns for pedestrians, cyclists, motorist and people working in the ROW

Reduce the knowledge gap and improve by-law compliance

Evaluate and update business processes




Soft
Tree Snow On-street landscaping Stormwater
planting storage parking and management
biodiversity

Traffic flow Utilities
and road and
safety infrastructure
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By-law considerations

Technical updates
Consistent application of rules
Vehicle access and pedestrian access in the ROW

Account for land uses not currently reflected in the by-law

Fee schedule




Communication and education plan

Residents
Builders (new home construction)

Contractors and landscapers

Realtors




Questions

Existing rules: ottawa.ca/driveways

Follow the project: engage.ottawa.ca/private-approach-review

Email: Jacqueline.Quinn@ottawa.ca
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