
 
 

Statement on the Tewin Motion before Planning and Housing Committee 
on October 15, 2025 
 
Mayor Mark Sutcliffe and Members of Council 
City of Ottawa 
Ottawa, Ontario 
 
Dear Mayor Sutcliffe and Councillors, 
 
The FCA was, and still is, against urban expansion. We believe it was a mistake to 
approve any urban expansion in the new Official Plan. Growth through intensification 
was grossly underestimated in the land budget. It is now clear that it is possible to 
accommodate projected future growth through intensification and greenfield 
lands located within the previous urban boundary while maintaining at all times 15 
years of available land.  
 
If this mistake can be corrected, we would welcome the restoration to the rural area of 
any or all the expansion parcels.  
 
While the FCA recognizes that the Tewin lands received the lowest scores based on the 
cost of servicing, distance from planned rapid transit, and poor soil conditions, it cannot 
support the Whereas clauses of this motion in which the legitimacy of Indigenous 
groups involved is put in question. This is a dispute over a land claim between 
local Indigenous groups, each acting within the bounds of their own sovereignty as 
defined by themselves. It is not the FCA’s place, nor, in our opinion, the City of Ottawa’s, 
to intervene or take sides.  
 
Paul Johanis, Chair, Federation of Citizens’ Associations of Ottawa 


